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HISTORY OF WESTERN CIVILIZATION SINCE 1648
History 112 Mr. Paige
THE CASE FOR IMPERIALISM

An English View
hAosT’
History shows me one way, and one way only, in which a high state of FoRTHRLG H
civilization has been produced, namely, the struggle of race with race, and 4+ @ oerre
the survival of the physically and mentally fitter race. If you want to know -—ppe -
whether the lower races of man can evolve a higher type, I fear the only v
course 1s to leave them to fight it out among themselves. :>°ﬁk”xe
Natore

The struggle means suffering, intense suffering, while it is in progress; Dicvare

but that struggle and that suffering have been the stages by which the white man
has reached his present stage of development, and they account for the fact
that he no longer lives in caves and feeds on roots and nuts. This dependence
of progress on the survival of the fitter race, terribly black as it may seem
to some of you, gives the struggle for existence its redeeming features; it is
the fiery crucible out of which comes the finer metal. You may hope for a
time when the sword shall be turned into the ploughshare, when American and
German and English traders shall no longer compete in the markets of the

world for their raw metérial and for their food supply, when the white man

and the dark shall share the soil between them, and each till it as he lists.
But, believe me, when that day comes, mankind will no longer progress; there
will be nothing to check the fertility of inferior stock; the relentless law
of heredity will not be controlled and guided by natural selection. Man will
stagnate; and unless he ceases to multiply, the catastrophe will come again;
famine and pestilence, as we see them in the East, physical selection instead
of the struggle of race against race, will do the work more relentlessly, and,
to judge from India and China, far less efficiently than of old. . .

I have asked you to look upon the nation as an organized whole in continual
struggle with other nations, whether by force of arms or by force of trade and
economic processes. I have asked you to look upon this struggle of either kind
as a not wholly bad thing; it is the source of human progress throughout the
world's history. But if a nation is to maintain its position in this struggle,
it must be fully provided with trained brains in every department of national
activity, from the government to the factory, and have, if possible, a reserve
of brain and physique to fall back upon in times of national crisis.

You will see that my view--and I think it may be called the scientific
view of a nation--is that of an organized whole, kept up to a high pitch of
internal efficiency by insuring that its numbers are substantially recruited
from the better stocks, and kept up to a high pitch of external efficiency by
contest, chiefly by way of war with inferior races, and with equal races by
the struggle for trade routes and for the sources of raw material and of food
supply. This is the natural history view of mankind, and I do not think you
can in its main features subvert it. Some of you may refuse to acknowledge it,
but you cannot really study history and refuse to see its force. . .

A community of men is as subject as a community of ants or as a herd of
buffaloes to the laws which rule all organic nature. We cannot escape from them;

(SOURCE: Karl Pierson, National Life from the Standpoint 9£‘Science.)




it serves no purpose to protest at what some term their cruelty and their
blood-thirstiness. We can only study these laws, recognize what of gain they
have brought to man, and urge the statesman and the thinker to regard and use
them, as the engineer and inventor regard and then turn to human profit the
equally unchangeable laws of physical nature. .. .

Mankind as a whole, like the individual man, advances through pain and
suffering only. The path of progress is strewn with the wreck of nations;
traces are everywhere to Be seen of the hecatombs of inferior races, and of
victims who found not the narrow way to the greater perfection. Yet these
dead peoples are, in very truth, the stepping-stones on which mankind has
arisen to the higher intellectual and deeper emotional life of today.

An American View “chgﬂybu
) . i BDestn

Every race which has deeply impressed itself on the human family has been S oo
the representative of some great idea--one or more--which has given direction G HTRE

to the nation's life and form to its civilization. . .The Anglo-Saxon is the  Dicyere
representative of two great ideas, which are closely related. One of them is Thekt «w
that of civil liberty. Nearly all of the civil liberty in the world is Cordvol
enjoyed by Anglo-Saxons: the English, the British colonists, and the people

of the United States. . .The noblest races have always been lovers of liberty.

That love ran strong in early Germah blood, and has profoundly influenced the
institutions of all the branches of the great German family; but it was left
for the Anglo-Saxon branch fully to recognize the right of the individual to
himself, and formally to declare it the foundation stone of government.

The other great idea of which the Anglo-Saxon is the exponent is that of
a pure spiritual Christianity. It was no accident that the great reformation
of the sixteenth century originated among a Teutonic, rather than a Latin
people. It was the fire of liberty burning in the Saxon heart that flamed
up against the absolutism of the Pope. Speaking roughly, the peoples of
Europe which are Celtic are Catholic, and those which are Teutonic are
Protestant; and where the Teutonic race was purest, there Protestantism
spread with the greatest rapidity. . .

. .North America is to be the great home of the Anglo-Saxon, the
principal seat of his power, the center of his life and influence. Not only
does it constitute seven-elevenths of his possessions, but his empire is
unsevered, while the remaining four-elevenths are fragmentary and scattered
over the earth. Australia will have a great population; but its disadvantages,
as compared with North America, are too manifest to need mention, Our continent
has room and resources and climate, it lies in the pathway of the nations, it
belongs to the zone of power, and already, among Anglo-Saxons, do we lead in
population and wealth. . .America is to have the great preponderance of numbers
and of wealth, and by the logic of events will follow the scepter of controlling
influence. This will be but the consummation of a movement as old as ciyili-
zation--a result to which men have looked forward for centuries. . .

(SOURCE: Josiah Strong, Our Country.)
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.God, with infinite wisdom andlgﬁuéﬁtﬁ;raxfxereiofore there has
race for an hour sure Bo Some o ?3? com aratiﬁely unoccupied lanq
always been in the history of the wor za fpthe East narve pouTEd their
westward, into which the crowded cogntrles o} ‘ tion which millenniums
surplus populations. But the wi§en1ng waves of migra on, + our
Fuphratés meet today o
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ific coast. There are no more new . .. ' : ‘ vhe
gizzzige oz population on the means of subsistence will be felt her:tzselzfls
now felt in Burope and Asia, Then will the world e?tgr upon alneg ‘ongis
its history-~the final competition of races, f?r which the Anglo- éxht
being schooled. Long before the thousand mllllpns are here, t?e mig Uy‘ted
centrifugal tendency, inherent in this stock and strengthened in t?e nil
States, will assert itself, Then this race of gnegual?d energy, with i e
the majesty of numbers and the might of wealth behi?d %t-rthe repr§?e§ atrv ,
let us hope, of the largest liberty, the purest Chrlstlaglty, the highes
civilization~-having developed peculiarly aggressive traits calcglated to
impress its institutions upon mankind, will spread itself over ?he earth.
If I read not amiss, this powerful race will move down upon Mexico, down
upon Central and South America, out upon the islands of the sea, over upon .
Africa and beyond. And can any one doubt that the result of this competition
of races will be the "survival of the fittest'"?

» .Bome of the stronger races, doubtless, may be able to preserve
their integrity; but, in order to compete with the Anglo-Saxon, they will
probably be forced to adopt his methods and instruments, his civilization
and his religion. N

+ « .The contact of Christian with heathen nations is awaking the latter
to new life. O0ld superstitions are loosening their grasp, The dead crust
of fossil faiths is being shattered by the movements of life underneath.
In Catholic countries, Catholicism is losing its influence over educated
minds, and in some cases the masses have already lost all faith in it.
Thus, while on this continent God is training the Anglo-Saxon race for its
mission, a complemental work has been in progress in the great world
beyond. God has two hands. Not only is he preparing in our civilization
the die with which to stamp the nations, but. . .he is preparing mankind
to receive our impress.

Is there room for reasonable doubt that this race, unless devitalized (Ot
by alcohol and tobacco, is destined to dispossess many weaker races, OF;
assimilate others, and mold the remainder, until, in a very true and —
important sense, it has Anglo-Saxonized mankind? L
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A German View

A people needs land for its activities, land for its nourishment. No
people needs it as much as the German people which is increasing so rapidly
and whose old boundaries have become dangerously narrow. If we do not soon
acquire new territories, we are moving towards a frightful catastrophe. It
matters little whether it be in Brazil, in Siberia, in Anatolia or in South
Africa, as long as we can once again move full of freedom and fresh energy,
as long as we can once more offer our children wholesome light and air in
plenty. Once more, as 2000 years ago when the Cimbri and the Teutons were
hammering at the gates of Rome, sounds the cry, now full of anguish and
unappeased desires, now arrogant and full of confidence--sounds more and
more strongly the cry, "We must have lands, new lands!"

The manner in which Germany will realize the aggrandizement of its
territory poses a problem difficult to solve, because it is a practical

one. . .Where the idea of racial unity is concerned, the division of the

germanic race ‘into different peoples and different states can raise an

obstacle. . .However, these.difficulties are easier to overcome than one

might think at first. . .The most powerful state of Germany must seize the ¢prc C%e,
hegemony, and the little states must sacrifice that part of their autonomy &{fjfy

that is needed to establish a lasting unity for the new Empire.

It is unimportant whether armed force can or cannot be done without.
The essential thing is that the state which aspires to the hegemony would
dispose of sufficient moral, economic and military power to reach the end
which must be attained and never forgotten. What could this state be if
not the (present) German Empire engaged on a quest for fresh territories?
No one can doubt it, seeing what we have said about the other great powers.
All will depend on the submission of France. Germany must rule in Central
and Western Europe. She must annex simultaneously, or shortly afterwards,
the German provinces of Austria, in conformity with the purposes of the
germanic race. The pressure exerted by the new Empire will be so great
that, willy-nilly, the little germanic states will be forced to join us
on terms that we shall have to lay down.

There is no need to state concerning the German idea, as of the Roman
idea, that it can only be mistress of the world or not be at all. But we
can press the comparison further and say: she will only conquer and dominate
as the auxiliary of universal civilization, or not at all. It is easy to
state the reasons for this. The Anglo-American element has today grown to
such an extraordinary extent that, based on those countries belonging to it,
on its means of action and on its internal power, it seems on the way to
establish its dominion over the world's civilization. Russia, the greatest
and most numerous of political communities after the Anglo-Americans,
appears to us stripped of its old hopes of a world policy because of its
internal barbarism and its fragile structure. France has of its own accord
renounced competition in the future with the other world powers. By the
side of the Anglo-Americans, only the German nation has developed in such
a fashion that she now appears sufficiently numerous and strong internally
for its national thought to claim its formal right of a share in the shaping
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of the future. How can we understand this? We must know that we can only
preserve our energy and our strength by'an endless increase of the German
idea. For us there can be no halt, no immobility. We cannot give up,

even for a moment, the widening of our living space. We have only the

choice between the alteruative of relapsing into the ranks of the territorial
peoples (bound by narrow ‘pouldaries) and that of conquering by force a place
beside the Anglo-American \von the world scale).

(SOURCE: A Wirth, The Race and World Power in History.)
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VIEWS FROM THE "THIRD WORLD"

On Imperialism

. Once upon a time an elephant made a friendship with a man. One day
a hcavy thunderstorm broke out, the elephant went to his friend, who had a
little hut at the edge of the forest, and said to him: “My dear good man, will
you please let me put my trunk inside your hut to keep it out of this torren-
tial rain?” The man, seeing what situation his friend was in, replied: “My
dear good elephant, my hut is very small, but there is room for your trunk
and myself. Please put your trunk in gently.” The elephant thanked his friend,
saying: “You have done me a good deed and one day I shall return your
kindness.” But what followed? As soon as the elephant put his trunk inside
the hut, slowly he pushed his head inside, and finally flung the man out in the
rain, and then lay down comfortably inside his friend’s hut, saying: “My dear
good friend, your skin is harder than mine, and as there is not enough room
for both of us, you can afford to remain in the rain while I am protecting my
delicate skin from the hailstorm.”

The man, seeing what his friend had done to him, started to grumble, the
animals in the nearby forest heard the noise and came to see what was the
matter. All stood around listening to the heated argument between the man
and his friend the elephant. In this turmoil the liop came along roaring, and
said in a loud voice: “Don’t you all know that I am the King of the Jungle!
How dare anyone disturb the peace of my kingdom?” On hearing this the
elephant who was one of the high ministers in the jungle kingdom, replied
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